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The art of dancing had to be acquired from teachers who ware the
acknowledged experts in it. In fact it was believed that the skill of
a teacher when communicated to a worthy pupil attained greater
excellence.l Such masters were patronised by the court and the
nobility. Ganadasa, a character in the Mcdauikdgnimitra, states that
he was favoured by the king, implying that the post of the
professorship of such theatrical representations was conferred on him
by his sovereign.3 These professors of dancing were paid salaries
called vetana.* The chief qualification for this post was a combination
of the knowledge of the theory and practice of dancing. Parivrajaka
in the same play observes: "One man can perform excellently in
person, another possesses to a remarkable degree the power of
communicating his skill; he who possesses both these excellences should
be placed at the head of teachers"4*

2.   Dancing Contests

The protegees of the court must have naturally had their own
little differences which led to rivalry and sometimes even to an open
contest. The Mdlavikdgnimitra illustrates a typical example. Haradatta,
in the presence of the principal men of the court, taunted Ganadasa,
both being processors of dancing, in the following words : " This man
is not as good as the dust of my feet...There is in truth the same
difference between your reverence and myself as is between the ocean
and a puddle." Therefore the former pleaded with the king to test
them in their knowledge of the theory and practice of dancing.
The king, fearing that if he decided alone he would be accused of
partiality, declared that this contest should take place in the presence
of Hmself, his wife and another learned man called Kausiki. These
three were called referees (Madhastha).* Finally, it was settled that
the question should be decided by an examination of their skill in
teaching this art for which certain criteria were to be observed.
First, when an unskilful pupil disgraced the instruction of a teacher
the latter was sure to be blamed. Secondly, the reception of an
unpromising pupil implied a lack of discernment in the teacher and
the transformation of an unpromising pupil into a skilful performer
revealed only the acuteness of the teacher's intellect.6

1  Mal3 Act I, p. 13.
2  IUd.t p. 21:   d<$ta.pmyog0$mi d&uena.
8 lMd.9 p. 26.
4  IMd,, p. 27,   Italics mine.
5  niL> p. 24.
6  Ibid., p. 21,